
 It is that time of year again, when the trees have no leaves 
and the chilly, winter air has often forced us to stay inside and 
huddle together like penguins. The best thing about this season is, 
of course, snow! The only bad thing about snow is that we never 
get any. But have hope, because here at the Informer we are all 
about making the best out of what we have! We’ve come up with a 
few ways you can make a snowman this winter season using easily 
accessible materials:

Method 1: Import Snow from New York
 Pull out your wallets, dear readers, because shipping & 
handling is going to cost a bit. Those Yankees have more snow 
than they can handle, so why not get a few dozen crates of snow 
off Broadway? Right now, they are keeping all of the blizzards 
and snowstorms to themselves—don’t you think that they should 
share? Warning: If you build a snowman out of snow from New 
York, it will develop a taste for three-million-dollar apartments, it 
will never say “good morning”, “excuse me” or “thank you”, it will 
claim that your pizza is not real pizza, and it will grow a scraggly 
beard and wear thick-rimmed glasses while judging you for having 
clothes and gadgets that are too mainstream.

Method 2: Imagination
 Who needs real snow? Simply go outside and pretend that 
all of the dirt and mud around you is slightly-discolored snow. 
With a shovel and the right attitude, you will have built a not-
actually-made-of-snow snowman in no time! You will find that a 
snowman made of dirt is just as easy to make, lasts twice as long, 
and is three times as eco-friendly as a real snowman! Just make 
sure you get permission before you dig up your neighbors’ lawns 
for resources (and if they ask, tell them it’s for Science).

Method 3: Real Science

 If Bill Nye the Science Guy has taught us anything, it is that 
science rules. Drop by your location marketplace or chemistry lab 
and pick up a few hundred pounds of Sodium Polyacrylate salt. 
Spread it over your yard and then spray water all over it. Then, for 
reasons that are above my pay grade, the Sodium Polyacrylate will 
absorb the water, expand, and become artificial snow! Scoop up 
that science-magic and enjoy!

Method 4: Let It Go
 Do you want to build a snowman? Yes? Well, too bad, be-
cause the harsh reality is that you will never ever see snow again. 

Blame Global Warming—the polar ice maps are melting (which 
means the polar bears can’t find their way around town anymore) 
and C levels are rising (which means you need to study harder to 
get at least a B-minus). Gone are the days when Texans could go 
outside after it snowed and scrape together a tiny snowball from 
the thin layer of frost that accumulated through the night. Re-
member: Suffering is redemptive, and we must suffer under clear 
blue skies while all those New Yorkers get to enjoy three feet of 
snow per day.

 I hope that you, dear readers, have found these methods to 
be incredibly helpful in solving the problem that is Texas snow (or 
lack thereof). The Informer is not responsible if you cannot find 
your rogue Yankee snowmen, overdose on imagination, are not 
enchanted by pseudo-snow, or release an excessive amount of liq-
uid sadness from your eyes. If you are still bored, go read a book. 
After all, having fun isn’t hard when you’ve got a library card.

-William Song ‘15
wants to thank the 
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The Muckracker
 
The coming of  the New Year has brought many 
expectations, hopes, and earthquakes. As you make your 
way through the third quarter, take a gander at this new 
and brilliant issue of  the Informer! Read the intense 
discussion between my fellow editor and another senior 
about affirmative action and all the sports news that I am 
definitely aware of. Ever wonder what your classmates’  
New Year’s resolutions were, or how you can actually 
build a snowman in Texas? We have all the answers, as 
always. Tune in next month for stories about Valentine’s 

Day, Fig Newtons, and the true meaning of  life.

William Song
 A new year means a new issue of  your favorite 
newspaper with a new sudoku and a new prize for the 
first to solve it. It means new resolutions, new ways to 
build snowman, new perspectives on affirmative action, 
and afterthoughts on a couple of  big games. So we, the 
editors, writers, and editors’  assistants, invite you to 

enjoy the our newest edition of  the Informer.

Joshua Maymir

Do you have a poll idea? A suggestion for Informer 
Rates? A better way to build a snowman or a comeback 
to a writer’s zinger of  your football team? Tell us about 
it! Email the editors at cistercian.informer@gmail.com 
or tweet your response @cpsinformer. And while you’re 
on twitter, follow us. We’re not desperate. We just need 

some friends. Anyone besides Phong.
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February Calendar
Tuesday 3rd
7th White/Black/
8th B Basketball @ 
St. Marks
7th/8th Soccer @ 
St. Marks
9th/JV/V Basketball 
vs St. Marks
JV/V Soccer vs 
St. Marks

Wednesday 4th
9th Soccer vs Trinity 
Valley
JVB Basketball vs 
THESA

Thursday 5th
8th Basketball @ 
DFW Classic
8th Soccer vs All 
Saints

Swimming @ Green-
hill

Friday 6th
8th Basketball @ 
SPC North Tourna-
ment
JV/V Basketball vs 
Casady
9th/V Soccer vs 
Casady

Saturday 7th
8th Basketball @ 
SPC North Tourna-
ment
JV/V Basketball vs 
Holland Hall
V Soccer vs Holland 
Hall
Admissions Testing

Monday 9th
JV Soccer @ ESD

Tuesday 10th
7th White/Black/8th 
/8th B/9th/JV Bas-
ketball vs HSAA
V Basketball vs 
CHANT 

Thursday 12th
V Basketball/Soccer 
@ Winter SPC

Friday 13th
Upper School Recess
V Basketball/Soccer 
@ Winter SPC

Monday 16th
Winter Break

Earthquakes in Irving
 On May 22, 1960, a massive earthquake wrecked Valdivia, 
Chile and surrounding cities.  Measuring at 9.5 on the Richter scale, 
this was the largest earthquake ever recorded.  Even this earth-
quake’s foreshocks and aftershocks were massive, measuring at 7.0 
on the Richter scale on average. Recently, Irving, Texas has also had 
its fair share of earthquakes. Of course, these earthquakes have only 
measured around 2.5 on the Richter scale, the strongest one being a 
3.6. Irving has had about 21 earthquakes in the last month, and 48 
earthquakes in the last year, according to earthquaketracker.com. 
These statistics show a worrying increase of earthquakes in the last 
month. In fact, according to ABC 13, the USGS (U.S. Geological 
Survey) has decided to increase the surveyed risk for earthquakes 
in North Texas and to add earthquakes believed to be caused by 
human actions on its National Seismic Hazard Map.  According to 
ABC 13, “Southern Methodist University seismologists have linked 
two local earthquake clusters with wastewater injection wells, where 
companies dispose of chemical-laced fluids used in the hydrau-
lic fracturing process. One cluster began in 2008 near Dallas-Fort 
Worth International Airport. The second occurred near Cleburne 
in 2009.” According to CBS Local, ““There is evidence that some 
central and eastern North America earthquakes have been triggered 
or caused by human activities that have altered the stress condi-
tions in earth’s crust sufficiently to induce faulting,” USGS said, in 
a statement. “Activities that have induced felt earthquakes in some 
geologic environments have included impoundment of water be-
hind dams, injection of fluid into the earth’s crust, extraction of 
fluid or gas, and removal of rock in mining or quarrying opera-
tions.” In short, most people think that the recent earthquakes have 
been caused by fracking, or the use of highly pressurized liquids 
to crack layers of shale beneath the earth to release natural gas. Of 
course, the USGS has also said that the link between these two phe-
nomenons has not been proved and that further study is necessary.  
Regardless of what causes the earthquakes, we can be sure that they 
will keep occurring and that they present little to no danger to those 
who live in the area.

-Alonso Medina ‘18
desperately wants 

Best Costume Design

Je suis Charlie
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By  The  Numbers

 Happy birthday, Mike! Ha! Thought I would start 
this with the cliché “Happy New Year” post didn’t you? Well 
I didn’t! I’m breaking the mold and starting this new year 
off differently! Now I’m not sure if anyone here is named 
Mike and has a birthday on whatever day this Informer 
issue comes out, but in case there is, Happy Birthday! I 
thought that I might get a few days off for Christmas Break, 
but you guys sent me such great questions I couldn’t resist 
answering them! Once again, the way to get me questions is 
to either bring a goat to Mr. Joseph’s office with the question 
shaved (shaven? shooved? whatever) into its fur, or to tweet 
it to @cpsinformer. Anyway, back to the questions. You’ve 
gotten them to me some way or another, and I will answer 
them in this amalgamation of wisdom and knowledge.

I’d like to start the third quarter 
off right. Any study habits I should 
adopt?
You just do you. Stay true to who you are! You can’t 
study well if you’re stressed out all the time. So just 
sit back, relax, and wait for life to shower you with 
meaning. The study habits will come when you get 
older, and there’s always time to get older later! Right 
now you should just focus on enjoying life! Live it to 
the fullest! So just go home, sit on the couch, turn on 
Pretty Little Liars and eat a family-sized chicken pot 
pie.

Can you help me think of some reso-
lutions for the New Year? I want to 
make 2015 memorable!
You probably think I’m going to tell you to go to the 
gym, eat healthier, be kind to those around you, and 
do your homework. But you are absolutely, thor-
oughly, incomprehensibly mistaken and I hope you 
feel bad. My favorite overly-sophisticated-for-his-
age six-year-old Calvin succinctly said that it is not 
he who must change, but everyone else. This makes 
sense even on a philosophical level! Think about it. 

Win it with 
Nguyen

You know that you yourself exist because “cogito ergo 
sum.” But can you prove if anyone else exists? No! 
What if they’re all just figments of your imagination? 
Why should you be the one who must change and 
better yourself? You could easily be the only intelligent 
being that exists. Food for thought. You’re all just im-
ages drawn up in my mind anyway, so what I’m saying 
is that you all should make my life easier. QED ☑ ■ //

Why do we celebrate New Years? It’s 
such an arbitrary holiday. The year 
could easily have started in the sum-
mer. This is another government con-
spiracy forcing us to feed the insatiable 
mouth of capitalism with all of these 
new gym subscriptions that will indu-
bitably go unused after a week! Dis-
gusting!  
...yes…?

What’s a romantic date idea? I really 
want to knock it out of the park!
You have the answer hidden in the question itself! 
Park! Take her to a park just as the sun is setting. Walk 
with her slowly around the trees as the last drops of 
sunlight melt beyond the horizon. As the stars gain 
enough confidence to illuminate the sky, quietly mus-
ter up the courage to hold her hand. Sit on a bench 
overlooking a small pond and just gaze at the beauty of 
nature as you gently offer her your jacket as the night 
grows colder. Then begin speaking that Shakespearean 
sonnet you were forced to recite in front of your class 
countless times, but this time the author’s emotions 
spill out of you as you realize: this is why these poems 
were written. Then continue wandering for several 
more hours desperately trying to hide the fact that 
you’re completely lost and that you will probably never 
see civilization again, or go on a second date for that 
matter.

What are your New Year’s resolutions?
Get taller. Ace tests. Drink milk. 

New Year’s Resolutions
“Cry less.” (William Song ‘15)

“Gain 20 pounds.” (Sam Scott ‘15)

“Get rid of the Mole-people in my basement.” 
(Jack Chadwick ‘15)

“Do something for once.” (Aidan Noel ‘15)

“Get in touch with my masculine side.” (William 
Angus ‘15)

“Become a ping-pong master.” (Jameson Clay ‘16)

“Make some friends.” (Will Odom ‘16)

“Watch 63 straight hours of Friends.” (Dane Gar-
nett ‘16)
“Achieve level 30 in Sim City.” (Patrick McGlinchey ‘16)

“Avoid showering whenever possible to con-
serve water.” (Ryan Wainerdi ‘17)

“Shower.” (Ryan Watters ‘15)

“Avoid silently or publicly singing ‘about a 
week ago’ whenever someone uses the phrase 
in real life.” (Nolan Pitts ‘17)

“Let the others in my Form have a chance with 
the girls.” (Craig David Beuerlein ‘17)

“Gain power within the government.” (Charlie 
Lipscomb ‘18)

“Hack the NSA.” (Will Novinski ‘18)



 As was expected, the inaugural College Football Playoff was 
filled with big hits, explosive runs, and things we had to replay 
in awe or disgust. The stage for the finale pitted the University of 
Oregon Ducks (13-1) and the Ohio State Buckeyes (13-1). Played 
right here in Arlington, AT&T Stadium beat out other host sites 
such as the Louisiana Superdome, the Rose Bowl in Pasadena, and 
the University of Phoenix Stadium. 
 Ohio State, coached by Urban Meyer in his third year, was 
no stranger to championship games. Under his leadership, the uni-
versity acquired their 8th title, the first since 2002. Meyer won his 
two titles at Florida in 2006 and 2008; the only thing more impres-
sive than his third title is that he won the 2008 championship with 
Tim Tebow as quarterback. So props to you Urban, but you’re still 
hated everywhere outside of Ohio. 
 Oregon went into the game led by second-year head coach 
Mark Helfrich, who even before becoming the boss was a major 
factor in the program’s success. Prior to the departure of the Chip 
Kelly who is now the Eagles’ head coach, Helfrich served as the 
Ducks quarterbacks coach and offensive coordinator. As head 
coach, this was his first bowl game loss. 
 If we had been told in the pregame show that a Back would 
accumulate 246 yards and 4 touchdowns, many if not all would say 
“Oh typical Mariota”. Amidst a star-studded cast of potential NFL 
starters, sophomore Ezekiel Elliott took the spotlight from argu-
ably the best quarterback in the country and his team. The first 
half of what seemed to be a slow start for the Ducks, the sloppy 
play (2 fumbles on the first drive) and inability to convert on 3rd 
down (1-5 in the first half, 2-12 in the whole game) brutally eradi-
cated any chance of winning the game. While they scored on their 
first drive, the Ducks did not put points on the board until the end 
of the half, meaning that the game was for the Buckeyes’ taking. 
 With only three full game under center, Cardale Jones 
showed an uncanny ability to throw under pressure and take off 
for first downs when the pocket broke down. Oregon would have 
to wait until the second half to see his ability to throw deep balls, 
but in the mean time the Ducks had to 
worry about how to stop running back Ezekiel Elliott. Coming off 
a 243 yards and a 2 touchdown performance versus Alabama, the 
Ducks undoubtedly had prepared all week to stop this man, to no 
avail. Jones and Elliott shoved the ball down Oregon’s front seven’s 
throats and never stopped until the final whistle blew. Their handi-
work would only yield 14 points up in the first half, but there was 
no question as to who had the momentum. 

 On the other hand, down 21-10 at the halftime, the Ducks 
and their fans were shell shocked, searching for solutions, and 
could only pray for things to get together as quickly as possible. 
The second half started with a bang as Oregon began to look more 
like themselves after Marcus Mariota threw a 70 yard touchdown 
strike. A myriad of unsuccessful drives and 5 minutes later, Or-
egon pulled within 1. “Finally, we have a game,” many thought and 
said as they prepared for an exciting finish. With the spotlight once 
again on Jones, Elliott, and company, it was up to them to crush 
any hope of a comeback; and that is exactly what the Buckeyes did. 
A 6 minute thirty-nine second drive ending with a 9-yard touch-
down by none other than Ezekiel Elliott, Ohio State took both 
seven points, the stamina of Oregon’s defense, and a good portion 
of their morale. Many say “it’s never over until it’s over,” but the 
Buckeyes scoffed at this as they snuffed out all four of Mariota’s 
fourth quarter drives, while Elliott scored two more times to cap 
off his brilliant College Football playoff run. Final Score: 42-20. 
 Mariota finished a heartbreaking but nevertheless magnifi-
cent college career, and is sure to do just as much damage in the 
NFL (as long as he does not get drafted by the Buccaneers). For 
Ohio State, their program is currently living like a beginner and 
this is only the beginning. Sophomores on the team include, Jones, 
Elliott, and J.T. Barrett. So while the Ducks are off to find new 
weapons, Ohio State is simply restocking and reloading. Will they 
go with Barrett or Jones? Whoever it may be, we can expect to see 
them back in the mix next year, vying for a chance at a repeat.

-Emmanuel Adesanya ‘17
was overlooked by the college

football committee for Best #4 Seed
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College Football Playoff

 The NFC divisional playoff game. The Cowboys trailed the 
Packers by five points with less than five minutes to play. They 
faced a 4th-and-2 at the Green Bay 32-yard line. This is where 
champions are made and memories are born. Tony Romo hikes 
the ball and sees something that he hasn’t had all game long, Dez 
Bryant in single coverage against Packers cornerback Sam Shields. 
Cocking his arm back, Romo launches the ball down the sideline 
with precision. He had put that ball only where his favorite re-
ceiver Bryant could make a play on it. Bryant snatches the ball out 
of the air and over the defender. He lands on two feet in bounds 
and then switches the ball to his other hand as he falls down and 
extends his arm out to reach for the goal line. The crowd in-
stantly becomes quiet and every fan in Dallas is off their couch 
jumping up and down in pure joy. The Cowboys were about to 
be in the NFC Championship game. But wait, on the TV screen 
the audience can see a red flag on the field. Green Bay just chal-
lenged Dez’s catch, even though he had already taken three steps 

inbounds. As fans across the nation look at the replay, there is no 
doubt in anybody’s mind that Bryant had just made one of the 
greatest catches in playoff history. The official walks onto the field 
after a longer than expected review process. He turns on his mi-
crophone and would utter a phrase that would turn the tears of joy 
into pain and devastation for cowboy fans across the world, “In-
complete Pass, Dallas has turned over the ball”. 
 With that phrase, the Cowboys season was over. A team 
that looked like they had a serious shot at going to the Super Bowl 
loses the game on a controversial call. However, being the Cow-
boy’s fan that I am, I want all of my other fellow fans to look back 
at the beginning of the season. This team was never even supposed 
to be in this game… Leading up to the start of the NFL season, 
fans across the nation were hearing how this was going to be a 
disappointing year for Dallas. We were told that this team would 
go down as one of the worst in Cowboys history, and quite frankly 
they were right after that horrible start against the 49ers. Romo 

The In(Completion*) Heard Round the World
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The In(Completion*) Heard Round the World (continued)
looked old and the defense seemed to be in worse shape without 
their field general Sean Lee, who would be missing the entire sea-
son after tearing his knee during training camp. But then Dallas 
did something that no one could have saw coming. The Cowboys 
went on a seven game winning streak that was capped off by the 
signature win in Seattle, beating the Seahawks in one of the more 
physical games this year. Many wonder how this was possible for a 
team that looked like they were barely going to win four games…
 The formula for success was one that went back to the sim-
ple days of football. Build up a young offensive line that started 3 
first round draft picks and help your franchise QB by running the 
ball down teams throats. The Cowboys this season took the trench 
war motto and physically abused the opposing defenses week 
after week. This style of football brought Demarco Murray into 
the national spotlight as he was able to achieve 8 straight weeks of 
100 yard rushing performances, setting a new NFL record. With 
this new found run game, Dallas was able to take a load off Romo’s 
back as he was able to sit back in the pocket and pick a part op-
posing defenses left and right. This Dallas offence was one of the 
best in the NFL this year. The Cowboys averaged 29.2 points per 
game(5th), 383.6 yards per game(7th), 236.5 passing yards per 
game(16th), and finally 147.1 rushing yards per game(2nd). But 
the key stat the played a huge role in many of Dallas’s wins this 
year was the time of possession. The Cowboy’s averaged 32 min-
utes to opponent’s 28 minutes, allowing for a defense that looked 
better than they did on paper to be off the field longer.
 Now is time for the 1st and only ever Scott Sklar Cowboy 
Award ceremony. Looking back on this season I thought it would 
be fitting to reward certain players on the team that made the 
Cowboys into a team that people actually want to root for again. 
The first award is the MVP of the team and that has to be given 

to the main man, Tony Romo, whose leadership and guidance 
helped the team make it to the playoffs. The next award goes to the 
newcomer of the year. For this, I have it as a tie between rookie o-
linemen Zach Martian and defense captain Rolando McClain who 
brought a spark to this defense. Coach of the Year might surprise 
you since it is not the head coach Jason Garret, but actually de-
fensive coordinator Rod Marinelli. The most improved player has 
to go to my favorite white receiver coming out of SMU and that 
is Cole Beasley who’s big catches on critical plays this season has 
turned him into a go-to target for Romo. Finally the Headliner 
Award for the player is a tie between Murray and Bryant for their 
great performances this year that got a lot of people talking about 
the Cowboys again.
 I know this season didn’t end with the greatest taste, but 
Cowboy fans across the nation should cherish this season as one 
that should propel the boys back into a playoff bound team for 
many years to come. Heck, a few changes on defense and a favor-
able schedule might be the final pieces that sends Dallas back to 
the Super Bowl.

-Scott Sklar ‘15
didn’t deserve to win
Best Makeup & Hair

 Ant-Man, the next movie to be made in the Marvel fran-
chise, has a rather interesting revelation for many of those who, 
like myself,  have no idea who Ant-Man is or what is his power. I 
mean the name “Ant-Man” itself doesn’t really give you that awe-
some feeling when you say it, as does Superman and Batman. The 
first thing I thought of when I heard the name Ant-Man was Ben 
Stiller’s famous line in his hit movie Zoolander: “What is this?! A 
center for Ants?? How can we teach children to read if they can’t 
even fit inside the building?” 
 To my amazement, this is actually what Ant-Man’s power 
allows him to do: shrink to the size of an ant. But before I get into 
all the talk about his “powers”, which of course is the most interest-
ing and important part of any superhero, I must inform you about 
Ant-Man’s mysterious origin that I’m sure no one in this school 
even knows. Now, the original Ant-Man was a guy named Hank 
Pym. He was a renowned scientist who invented something called 
“Pym Particles”, which I will explain later. After becoming a leader 
of the Avengers AI team, Hank had a falling-out with his wife and 
his suit got stolen by a man named Scott Lang. Sources claim that 
this is where the movie Ant-Man actually starts. Surprisingly, the 
movie isn’t based on the original Ant-Man. Instead it focuses on 
this man named Scott Lang. He is a reformed hero after getting 
into some trouble with the law. He has a sick daughter who needs 
serious medical attention that only a few doctors in the world can 
provide. Therefore, Scott must try to kidnap a doctor while trying 
to fight off an evil industrialist to save his daughter’s life. If you ask 
me, it honestly seems like a quite boring movie with a simple plot. 
 Now onto Ant-Man’s powers. You may be asking how can 
you possibly have two different Ant-Men? Well it turns out that, 
similar to Iron Man, Ant-Man doesn’t have an exclusive power 

to himself like Superman and Spider-Man. It is actually one of 
those powers that uses some scientific discovery. Like I pointed 
out before, scientist Hank Pym created these particles called “Pym 
Particles” that allowed the body to change form. Hank then built 
a suit that allowed the particles to flow through the body which 
allowed the wearer to shape shift down to the size of an ant.  In 
fact, later in the Ant-Man comic franchise, Hank alters the par-
ticles so that he could not only shrink, but also grow, soon coining 
the name “Giant-Man” as well. Whether or not we will actually see 
Giant-Man in the movie is still up in the air. Along with this abil-
ity to shrink, Ant-Man is also aided by his creation of his amazing, 
retro-looking, silver suit. The suit allows Ant-Man to communi-
cate with insects, more specifically ants. In the trailer, we get to see 
the awesome ability put to work as Ant-Man flies on the back of an 
ant with wings (Yes, some ants have wings believe it or not). This is 
only one of the few ways in which he can put his suit to use. In the 
comic, the suit actually has small wings that he can also use to fly, 
but I doubt this will make an appearance in the movie. (cont’ on back)

Ant-Man Arrives

Not a 
football 
move?



 If you’ve never considered it, I would recommend taking a 
week to experiment with your diet.  Instead of a sugary snack, try 
eating some watermelon or cantaloupe.  These alternative options 
not only taste just as good, but they’re good for you too.  Your liver 
has a much happier time processing the natural sugars in fruits 
than it does trying to figure out what it’s supposed to do with the 
artificial sugars in junk food.  As a side note, the on-stage perfor-
mances of musical superiority I witnessed in the musical “Once” 
were just as refreshing to my mind as a piece of fruit is to my liver.
 You want to know the best part about “Once”?  Now, now, 
calm down sonny-boy, I’ll get to it shortly.  Any guesses? No, it 
wasn’t the quality of the professional singing, nor the message or 
set design.  The best part of “Once” essentially occurred before 
the performance even started, but it didn’t occur at a specific time 
both because it did not technically occur and because that lack of 
occurrence was itself the best part.  Obviously, I’m referring to the 
fact that the orchestra did not play the unnecessary garbage which 
they perform before every production at the Winspear.  In the 
case that you are not informed, before every musical put on at the 
Winspear, the orchestra plays a little ditty as they retract the long 
columns of ceiling lights in preparation for the show.  The piece 
they play is both written specifically for the act of raising the lights 
and absolute trash.  That’s not opinion boys and girls, that’s cold, 
hard, set-in-stone, pardoned-by-the-president fact.  However, 
*drum roll please* productions of “Once” do not utilize an orches-
tra at all!!  Yayyy!!

 To find out more, go to paragraph 3.  

 To save Bob’s mom from the alien, go to paragraph 5.

 Now let’s get into the real stuff.  The reason that “Once” does 
not use an actual orchestra is due to the fact that all the music is 
performed live on stage by the actors and a few other costumed 
extras.  This allows for some cool pre-show audience-actor inter-
action as many attendees were allowed access to the stage where 
the actors were performing lively Irish folk songs before the show.  
To add another layer to this amazingness, after the last audience 
members departed from the stage, the performers sneakily tran-
sitioned into the actual musical.  It was brilliant, seamless, and 
it caught me completely off guard.  Before I knew it, the lights 

in the theater were dimmed and the first scene was nearly o’er as 
the main character “Guy” (not Fieri) wailed tragically on his gui-
tar.  No, not “wailed” like what children do or “whaled” like what 
whales do, but “wailed” like what rock stars do.  And oh boy, did 
that woebegone wastrel wail well.  With a guitar in one hand and 
the same guitar in the other, he gave the most passionate dem-
onstration of performance that I have ever witnessed.  It was like 
being at a concert, a musical, and an Irish folk festival at the same 
time…and then you layer on a story.
 The message in the story of “Once” is just as powerful as 
the music.  On the surface, it is a tale about the power of commu-
nity, the importance of music, and the futility of love.  However, 
on a much deeper level, the musical presents a message about the 
ghosts of our past and what can be reclaimed by sacrificing our 
“present”.  It asks that we reach back into our past, take hold of 
our decisions, mistakes, or ex-girlfriends in New York, and ac-
knowledge them in the present, thus allowing progress towards 
the future.  The ending leaves the audience feeling both unfulfilled 
and satisfied, as Guy and Girl end up with the people that they are 
meant to be with, but not with the characters who most members 
of the audience would have liked to see.
 Your attempt to save Bob’s mom is in vain.  The alien wraps 
its sinewy potato-arms around your neck. After a moment of 
struggle, you freeze, realizing the futility of existence.  All beings 
are made to die.  The horror of the unknown actualizes itself in 
your approaching demise.  A final gasp punctuates your life.  You 
are one with the abyss.  You are the void.
 All in all, “Once” was an experience unlike any other.  It 
refreshed my senses like a healthy piece of fruit, it brought me to 
consider concepts larger than myself (concepts roughly the size of 
a whale), and it pulled my sentiments in more directions than a 
“choose your own adventure” novel could ever possibly do.  If you 
like acting, go see it.  If you like music, go see it.  If you enjoy any 
aspect of the arts, go see it.  If you don’t fit into any of those cat-
egories, go try to save Bob’s mom and see how far you get.  Either 
way, take some time off, find a copy of the film (which actually 
came first), and relax as you succumb to the gentle tunes of a poor 
Irishman and Czech immigrant.  I couldn’t recommend anything 
more.

-Aidan Noel ‘15
received Best Writing
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It was a time of heroes, a time of villains, and a time of lots. And 
lots. And lots. Of sequels.
 That time is now ladies and gentlemen! With Batman v 
Superman: Dawn of Justice and Avengers 2 around the corner and 
many more movies to come, you start to notice the big difference 
between the two great superhero empires: DC and Marvel. One of 
them is quite obvious: Marvel has many more movies. But why is 
that? What separates Iron Man from Superman (besides the obvi-
ous)? The answer isn’t as simple as you’d think! You see, Superman 
was literally the first superhero. He came before Batman, Iron 
Man, Shazam, or any other super you can name. As such, he was a 
pioneer in the field. The creators were experimenting with some-
thing that had never been presented in this form. All they had to 
go on was what the people of that time wanted. Those people were 
living through the Great Depression, so it only makes sense they 
would want someone to save them. As such, a hero was created, 
one with the power to solve everyone’s problems! However, what 
people didn’t necessarily need was a deeper storyline. If you look 
at today’s movies you will usually find at least a little more than 
saving the day, whether that be emotional tension, a fierce rivalry, 

or even ethical questions. The original Superman was made so 
powerful that he could rise above any of these petty problems. 
Many heroes of the past either had too much power or were too 
weak or controversial. Superman should probably have been left to 
rot, but DC refused to give up its bragging rights. It refused to let 
people forget that they were the ones who came up with the origi-
nal caped crusader. However, as time goes on, this is becoming 
less of a bragging right and more a ball and chain, dragging amaz-
ing heroes like the Flash and Batman down into a justice league 
with only one slot for a leader. Perhaps DC should modernize 
by making Superman a weaker, but more relatable, character  or 
perhaps drop Superman altogether. Because until they do, the only 
villains we will see are ridiculous end bosses such as General Zod.

-Will Novinski ‘18
was nominated for

Best Animated Feature

Three Hidden Messages, Two Unnecessary Paragraphs, and a Review of “Once”

Super
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The Great Affirmative Action Debate
PRO

“You do not take a person who has been hobbled by chains, untie 
him, bring him up to the starting line, and then tell him that he’s 
free to race against all the others and still justly believe that you 
have been completely fair.”
-Lyndon B. Johnson
 
 Affirmative Action has its roots in the Civil Rights Move-
ment of the 1960s. The program was started by John F. Kennedy 
“to promote the full realization of equal employment opportunity” 
for government jobs. Educators and private businesses joined the 
Federal Government in an effort to provide equal opportunities 
regardless of background. And the United States was not unique 
in starting an Affirmative Action program. From South Africa to 
China, Japan to Israel, and Finland to Brazil, Affirmative Action 
was enacted to end centuries of prejudice against minorities. The 
United Nations “International Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Racial Discrimination” (abbreviated “ICOTEOAFO 
What?”) advocates Affirmative Action programs to combat sys-
temic discrimination.
 Examining the history of Affirmative Action demonstrates 
that Affirmative Action does not seek to give minorities more op-
portunities than majorities. It only desires equal opportunities for 
all groups. Second, Affirmative Action is “positive discrimination” 
to assist minorities afflicted by stereotypes and prejudices. Third, 
Affirmative Action is meant to be temporary. When discrimina-
tion is eliminated, Affirmative Action will end. Asian Americans 
went on and off the program in thirty years, and some predict His-
panics will as well in the next decade. Finally, Affirmative Action 
does not only seek to end discrimination based on race. The exact 
goals of Affirmative Action vary by country, but in the United 
States the program seeks to eliminate biases due to “race, religion, 
skin color, and gender”.
 The success of Affirmative Action to provide opportunities 
to minorities is unquestioned. Between the start of the program 
in 1965 and 2005, the percentage of college students who were 
African American or Native Americans doubled, and the number 
of Hispanic students attending college increased by 50%, lead-
ing to rising standards of living in those groups. And if the steady 
improvement of conditions for African Americans continues, it is 
realistic to expect an end to their participation as well within two 
generations. At the same time, Affirmative Action is expected to 
refocus on promoting gender equality and the advancement of 
women as leaders in society. Affirmative Action is not a minority 
privilege. It is a positive action to end discrimination and inequal-
ity.

-Joshua Maymir ‘15
didn’t win an Oscar

CON
 Affirmative Action is an idea that, to counteract discrimi-
nation, one should give special benefits to someone because of 
their race. Everyone has seen the statistics on average income. 
We see that African Americans make the least money, followed 
by Hispanics, then Caucasians, then Asians. We can clearly see a 
correlation between race and income. The logical fallacy comes in 
thinking that race causes income. This is the stance those with the 
Affirmative Action mentality take. Their solution is to give money 
in the form of scholarships, or other benefits to those who check 
the minority box on their applications. It seems as though this 
should work just fine. 
 The problem lies in what this mentality does to society. The 
goal of this policy is to make all races equal, so as to further re-
move discrimination from one’s environment in relation to race. 
The policy is reverse discrimination though, and it will cause 
anything but positive attitudes between people and further divide 
them. Essentially it says that, all other things being equal between 
two applicants, the Caucasian will be at a disadvantage because of 
his race. This is discriminatory, no matter how much it will help 
the “bigger picture.” 
 Even with its racism, it is not the most effective policy that 
can be made to help the society. The reason for this is that some 
affluent Hispanic or African American person will receive unnec-
essary aid, and an indigent Caucasian will be passed over because 
of his race. What should be the policy is to help poor people with 
college, grad school, etc. This policy will end up helping minori-
ties also if they are poor, not because they are a particular race. 
This is a more focused use of money than trying to help an entire 
race, which would help many people unnecessarily. Not only is 
Affirmative Action discriminatory and damaging to society, but it 
is also inefficient. 

-Max Schommer ‘15
should have won Best

Foreign Language Film

To view the longer versions of these articles, check our Twitter, @cpsinformer, where we will post unused 
articles and By The Numbers!
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If you are able to solve the Sudoku puzzle above, come to Form 
VIII B and ask for Carson Ariagno. You will receive a prize if you 
are the first to complete the puzzle correctly. 

 Over Christmas break, I found out (on Facebook, my trusty 
friend) that Pearce Blend ’16 had gone to a local Pokémon Trading 
Card Game tournament. Since everyone loves Pokémans, I decided 
to sit down with him and ask a few questions.

William: Hi Pearce!
Pearce: Hi there.
W: Thanks for talking with me today. I wanted to ask you about 
Pokemans. So I heard you went to a tournament recently—can you 
tell me about that?
P: Yeah, I actually went to a bunch of tournaments. I went to eight 
in a row during Christmas break, and it was a really fun time for 
me. I love playing the game, and I had a lot of fun with people I 
knew.
W: How well did you do?
P: I actually did pretty well. Each day I got pretty well placed. So, 
every day there were about seventy people per tournament, and I 
can tell you actually all the places I got because I remember them. 
I got 11th place, 11th place, 10th place, 10th place, 8th place, 6th 
place, 2nd place, and 5th place.
W: Nice! So how much preparation did you have to do?
P: I had zero preparation, mostly because of school [we laughed 
heartily]. For Pokémon, the more preparation you have, the bet-
ter you do, so considering the fact that I had almost no prepara-
tion and still did considerably well was, I thought, pretty good. If I 
didn’t have school and stuff I feel I could do way better, but I don’t 
think I could have done much better than what I did.
W: Well, congratulations! I have some related questions for you: 
In your opinion, which Pokémon tastes the best?
P: Well, there is a cotton candy Pokémon, and it’s called Slur-
puff. It’s funny because in the trading card game there’s a Slurpuff 
card—and it’s very good—and it has an ability called “Tasting”, so I 
would say that Pokémon would taste the best.
W: Now, why is Ash still ten years old after more than a decade?
P: That’s something I want to know myself. I feel that, if Ash grew 
like a normal human being, by now he would be thirty, and I don’t 

think the idea of a thirty-year old Pokémon trainer traveling the 
world and fighting people is a good enough image for Pokémon.
W: That’s fair. So what is Team Rocket’s true motive?
P: They want to take over the world, and to do that they try to 
capture Pokémon.
W: If you could be any Pokémon, which would you be and why?
P: A Pokémon I really like is Hydreigon. If you don’t know what 
that Pokémon is, it basically has a head and then on its two arms 
are heads as well. It’s kind of like a hydra. It has three heads and 
eight wings, which is really cool and it’s really powerful. I think it’s 
really cool.
W: Team Aqua or Team Magma?
P: I’d go Team Magma, because I’ve played both Pokémon Ruby 
and Pokémon Omega Ruby.
W: Team Edward or Team Jacob?
P: I’m going to say no comment.
W: Alright. Should Ash evolve his Pikachu?
P: No, I think they made that clear in the episode where Ash al-
most evolves his Pikachu to beat Lieutenant Surge, where Lt. Surge 
had a Raichu, and Ash’s Pikachu had a very difficult time overcom-
ing that. It was a very touching episode, and it made me very emo-
tional [Pearce sounds sarcastic here, but who knows?]. After seeing 
that, I understood why Pikachu has not been evolved.
W: Here’s the final question: Do people in the Pokémon universe 
eat Pokémon or are they all vegetarians?
P: They don’t eat Pokémon, but they’re not vegetarians. They eat 
meat, but I have no idea where it comes from. There must be real 
animals somewhere.
W: How mysterious! Alright, thank you, Pearce. I think we 
learned a lot today about Pokémon and about you. Thanks for 
talking with me.
P: Thank you.

Competitive Pokémans: An Interview with Pearce Blend

Left: Slurpuff
Right: Hydreigon

Ant-Man Arrives, continued
 Ant-Man is a movie which I feel will disappointment many. Yes, 
Ant-Man is a cool, interesting superhero that no one has ever heard of 
but I have a few concerns. The first is that I’m just not wow-ed or excited 
when I hear the name Ant-Man and think about his ability which isn’t 
impressive when compared to the man-made powers of Iron Man. In fact, 
in the trailer itself, Scott actually asks if it is too late to change the name 
Ant-Man, because he thinks it is a poor name as well.  I believe that this 
movie isn’t as dramatic as others made by Marvel. Scott is only trying 
to save his daughter in this movie so there is not so much on the line as 
there is in other superhero movies where they are faced with the duty of 
saving the world. Another problem I have with this film is that it will only 
drag in two types of people: those who are either extreme Marvel comic 
fans or those intrigued by what Ant-Man’s powers actually are. But hav-
ing read about the origins of Ant-Man, the plot seems rather boring and 
doesn’t have potential for a second movie. Even if Marvel made a second 
movie, the viewers, having seen the first movie, will have already realized 
his power and be simply bored.  DC anyone?

-Jack Rau ‘16
was awarded

Best Sound Mixing


